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Introduction

It was pleasing to see a range of well-informed and well-written responses
from candidates on IAS Paper WHIO2 1C which covers the option Russia, 1917-
91: From Lenin to Yeltsin. The paper is divided into two sections. Section A
contains a compulsory two-part question for the option studied, each part
based on one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation skills (AO2).
Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period
in depth (AO1) by targeting five second order concepts - cause, consequence,
change/ continuity, similarity/difference and significance.

It is pleasing to note that in Section A some candidates demonstrated an
understanding what was meant by ‘value’ in question 1a) in the context of
source analysis in this session. However, many still continue to write about
limitations to the source and since this is not covered by 'value’ and hence not
rewarded in the mark scheme, means that candidates disadvantage
themselves in terms of the time take to develop such arguments which impacts
on the time they have to spend on the rest of the paper. Candidates are also
still struggling with the concept of ‘weight’ in question 1b). Candidates need
to approach weight by considering the reliability of the source. This can be
measured in terms of the trustworthiness of the provenance and/or the
accuracy of the content. Hence candidates should explore the strengths and
limitations of the source and on then, based upon their judgements ascribe
weight to the source. Many candidates also make use of contextual
knowledge to expand on the detail in the sources, and make limited use of the
context to develop reasoned inferences and to discuss what can be gained
from the source. This limits achievement in bullet point 2 of the mark scheme
and impacts on the overall mark rewarded.

In Section B, some candidates produced descriptive essays which had limited
of analysis, but more responses were soundly structured. The most common
weakness in Section B essays was the lack of a sharp focus on the precise terms
of the question and/or the second order concept that was targeted.

It remains important to realise that Section A topics are drawn from
highlighted topics on the specification whereas Section B questions may be set
from any part of any Key Topic, and, as a result, full coverage of the
specification is enormously important. There was little evidence on this paper
of candidates having insufficient time to answer questions from Sections A and
B.



The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next
section.

Question 1a)

The majority of responses achieved level 2 and a good proportion entered level
3. These responses demonstrated an understanding of the source material and
an ability to draw and develop inferences from the material using their
contextual knowledge to explain inferences as well as expanding on matters in
the source. Valid comments were made on the provenance of the source and
value explained. The common features of responses that could not access level
three were use of contextual knowledge to expand upon material in the source
(this was usually presented in a separate paragraph) and a lack of discussion on
the value of the source. It is important that candidates do reach a judgement
on the value. Candidates should not, therefore, focus on addressing the
enquiry itself but on the value of the source to an historian making the
enquiry. Candidates need to step back and consider why the source would be
valuable. Those candidates who achieve this score well in level three. There is
no reference to the limitations of the source in the question and mark scheme
and therefore comments on lack of value should be avoided.
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This is a low level 3 response. The answer draws out a couple of inferences in
the second paragraph which are supported by the evidence in the source. The
provenance is used to make valid comments about the reliability of the source.
However, the contextual knowledge is used to expand on the details in the
source rather than to develop inferences and hence the answer achieves level
2 in bullet point 2 which holds this at low level three.
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This is a high level three response. Inferences are drawn out about the release
of prisoners and on opposition to liberalisation within the party. In this
response the contextual knowledge is used to develop the inferences rather
than to expand as in the previous example. Relevant discussion of the
provenance and the value of the source mean that this response achieves level
three in all bullet point and is therefore a high level three.

Question 1b)

Most candidates were able to achieve level three in response to this question
and there were some good answers that entered level 4. In question 1b,
candidates need to evaluate the weight of the source in relation to the
enquiry. This requires them to investigate the strengths and limitations of the
source and to reach a judgement. In the case of level three answers, the
judgement is often undeveloped or not explained. Collectivisation is a very



familiar topic to candidates but this does come with pitfalls — many candidates
are eager to display their depth of knowledge on the topic and develop very
lengthy description of collectivisation from their knowledge. This is not a
successful approach and leads to achievement at level one or level two in
bullet point 2 because at bets the contextual knowledge is used for support of
expansion and not to interrogate the evidence in the source. The better
approach is to use the context to illuminate what could therefore be gained
from the source. Some candidates made good use of the authorship of the
source and it implications to develop an evaluation and judgement that was
based on valid criteria.
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This is a strong level 4 response. It draws out a range of inferences from the
source material and these inferences are tested with contextual knowledge to
develop the discussion on the weight of the source for the inquiry. The

provenance of the source is used effectively. There is strong reasoning
throughout the answer.



Question 2

This was the most popular essay question. The best answers were
underpinned by a depth of knowledge on a range of relevant issues relating to
the nature of the government of the USSR under Lenin and Stalin and were
underpinned by an informed discussion on the extent of change. Informed
responses examined the ideological principle behind communist government,
considered the role of institutions such as Sovnarkom, and the growing
importance of the authority of the leader developing into personal dictatorship
served by a terror system. At the lower levels, candidates struggled to focus
on the nature and government and tended to describe policies pursued by
Lenin and Stalin with a focus on economic policy. Such responses provided
some links to nature of government but were unable to access level four.
Some candidates did not take sufficient notice of the time period set in the
question and provided a survey of government from Lenin to Gorbachev. This
restricted their achievement in the levels.
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This is a strong level 4 response. It has focused analysis and developed
judgements. There is a good range of knowledge that is deployed effectively
The conclusion that the nature did not change but aspect were intensified
forms a compelling argument and the response aches level 4 in all the bullet
points.

Question 3

A small number of candidates answered this question. Some candidates were
well informed on BrezhneV’s policies to achieve a stable society and considered
factors such as full employment and healthcare as well as the problem of
alcohol. A number of candidates focused more on political stability and
although these answers had some implicit focus on the question, they did not
engage in the discussion at the highest level an achievement was therefore
restricted.



........ Leownid. [3rexlomes  olidd o mw}q&-’q{-}hmfg

fo  _creede o slobie. sociely adfes ditr dutbulend. .
WO od iChrasls edaens . Iolv "ML;.&..._ﬁmc#ries,‘.............,,,,_
....... Liacesn SR Liddicy. MMQML..,M.LEALW@JWﬂ‘ o

L LBresbawen IS mﬁf& ....... {o_ochtene o e slble.
lesdly. _ crmad, HL':-&AL Axcdilleod... ..

......... oy, é‘mh____mﬁcm«{.._.__.nﬂ myﬂfkﬁmd’-maﬁa@ui___
_dicliled . relocum.. . Mo foversaed Abe oclocamdradisalion

od Ao _pocly . i by mﬁméy- relwtndag.. s

......... poast ooy Ao dlue. & (noc plass, (he Moo .é:a:«fr
..der. ni ..... uﬁ.ad_c;a:aat_ bovce, da. be  prockeed Joen
...... O Ficllotr.. dbe.... Sousanieboys  wene ot wmanibeod
Qi paer . feAwenesd... hack. dv. . Ak . adl- tnion ...
Menideies. wbachh  sreatl, ocrecseot. Al Ceruosidy .

A Yoo porly . bureanorads s ey _nowr. mere. Usesd
1o be reSpoun s, M.". lov A ks ~l ... ﬂuuicd’ Jnal.coedl




ctallerniin... ofliciads... Je. Sdape te. e S lodS .
ﬂ.%épr@mmfﬁue%wséﬁdwﬁmﬁmm ...... Beeriwens..

WJM:&M{E&M@Q4&@ ....... btcsc DSl p.........
e dlotr incre., e codredl beed. . e Towsh e

....... coclres. | whicih.. toecnn]  Abeod  Ake cewdral. ..
@R ol | Superuisiss. ud . the 1,c..:v.:lLL‘.-x{\w ...... alliciuds et
_.._.c)u:ccg{l/y_.. reduces e . (e adlciols. wera. . .
endly led{ o Lo own clevices. . _GM_EL?L_/M
e i _Lw_“& less. oL .....?;/4_.

bl e dw@f ?u@ua‘:. ........ ﬂm?rﬂ@ﬂﬁjﬁiﬁrﬂ'?" bencd.

&Mb{ar ........ m ............ Jﬁa ..... Ml&(w ...... Lt )

..qm&,(a// ...... &mjaﬁaci ........... ﬁmzém.ma ..... m&a_éqéé/wai
_________ locls.. _&_{m_mﬁbm_wmﬁf&dioﬁ_@__
........... FAY ygmu.d v @ CikesS. &rcu{hmw( Russio. furdber

. ﬂmi&ﬂ;ﬁfy ga“' Mﬂaﬁ LCAAE,
Brezhoey  fucller  subsetsec] rewd, wu-i\ﬂrr e#aiﬁbju}
...... sociad_uelloce,  Gacd teadll ccee Lo evercone.. ...



ned_weoge.

Mw:&mﬁdmmg_w_fﬁe_&(a;mﬂzfﬂﬂ ..........................
- asuﬁfm_ﬂm_mmhm;'ﬁ-ﬁj,imﬂpﬂpfﬂ ..........................

ol {mﬂ{m«a& ......... %{lwmwﬂhuc&k ' i‘Iﬂiz_
.......... tor... e ponidions.  whicl. sdilllecd. qug creadiuily .

_radier  Auoan ?m.._.&nxdxs.m........ .......
....... Fardloar wess. . Boczluwan . dechredd. licd . Bussio....

O TV -Or oV (- ﬂl&fa_,.a.e{ ....... MM&&MJ%J ..................
el dirugad  slepe i L e ——

Iostensd Grezlney  wedel mgwiﬁpmiu/&famgd

A2 Ochewe 4. permemed_roplidicns) . da_ 2oSawake., Medica geed.
(/redrain,

Mo e, Brezines. _alicy. ol . udixeol Louss ontd
i#mﬁjmmlum_h_%_m@f_md; ........................ :




ﬁ@bﬁdﬂw,&h« ..... e 2. paaple... Coukd... s duk... ..
-2 2 pmmiw:ts. et e dactas S TAS . LCA )

ﬁﬁm_%ﬂ-«g_ﬁ _Sﬁﬁ_aﬁfJ_Ma-—-_b#fa“ 'f:; .............. .
..... ﬂﬁ&ap wedba. tw. Sdake. a(«.c(p}ﬁ:cca(mf Ao Swm uf__

...... as el

_JF(AALI_JM.QL&_&A}G_ ........... fw_é«_J_w_&uI&( SJ.«:;JEE L'ﬂ:‘l! ............ -
UAC A el Mhm‘? absetdi sun. . as
Aty aceiore tallots dlpasda.com lsingouls. saed
—dneapalole. A el Thi. ledd Lo lue ecomnocuais...
. . Showb  (ue. T4 iv ATS4 _do 3.3/ i
TS e Slognad e, ... al. e bod b mldes. ...




..._._.ﬁef&:M.M_._._w__.mh....mm._...m.-..\l:'.r.._‘a..,-ﬂa.m,. ..............
edibermon _ caol Jdcz:.,c?in rederuag ... lo. be. U.m epacd . ...

ol Facbeses sl _tatol o __.gmqmmw.gg .......
_aned  refusel Ao use okl naw molblunes ai e
~undel . o6 tost tu. tastolling g drciini sy aantd. msicm’u,?__________
—proclucdicia. Tis teal . la.ﬁ,mmﬂ weoilly Sheololy
........ ?uazfd’,r .fm&{sﬂ. Muﬁm_%w{ﬂﬂiymaﬁk
___f_uc—m&u:l__cm;.plm Aacd.. do..a.. Jé.r_m.f blach

usincloed . iohicls  Supghed.. Sowed Bileems . il e .
.............. thanjs. Jhod  {le  Slate shops. comdsh e d.
Adrezhoew cableed 1. (bt ' secaucl. eaunenny. oauwcd. adbuedd
(L. e Ao AMue Secicd condrad bedieen Ale
ellizens. oned. dbw guutrnwend . wdhicdn said  lae cs

_hq_@LJh&.@ntnmmJ ...... provichech. doc cilizens. s ciltpins.

Aoty Roezbne oo _ceade. o sdable f0cied VA
i milnich  AL9 pople lactd Q. L. anch. sy 00w Saggh........

o {2ORER. W@&wﬁ&sm&expmm ...........




] f i i f } i
oS . odeomeet.. 19 fenl do.cun. exdead.,  olut . el .

g

Dt A .. At Ml H resS o ninor Ao eodlons ...

b ’*Té ............ .ml; Far"’d'-fe LAASAC Ao ;:i-.ﬁﬁ.—cz?fic;!’.. Qrag..#

This is a low level 4 response. There is some analysis and attempt to explain
the links to the question. However, in places it tends to wander into discussing
political stability rather than the stable society. Therefore, it enters level 4 but
does not reach the higher marks within the level.

Question 4

A small number of candidates answered this question. Most candidates scored
in mid to high level three and into level 4. Candidates were well-informed on a
range of economic problems that confronted the Soviet economy in the period
1964-85, although in several answers there was limited reference to military
spending and this did impact on the analysis and development of the
judgement in responses.
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This is a mid-level 3 response. Its focus does vary but there is a good section
that describes a range of relevant economic problems including stagnation and
poor investment as well as making some reference to military spending. There
is some inaccuracy and descriptive material on soviet society that has little
relevance here. It achieves in level three with weak focus on the given factor
but other relevant material.



Based

on the performance of this paper, candidates are offered the following

advice:

Section A

Section

Make sure you are aware of the topics highlighted for the source question and have
prepared for them

A careful reading of the sources is needed so that the issues raised are clearly identified

You must ensure that you draw out inferences, but these should always be directly linked to
the source and not driven by contextual knowledge

You should consider the nature, origin and purpose of the source

Do not merely restate what the provenance says — think about how it can be used to address

the question. In a, this requires a consideration of how it adds value and in b, this requires
considering value and limitations

Do not deal with the ‘bullet points’ separately — value and weight are established by a more
holistic approach that uses context and consideration of provenance to evaluate the source
Contextual knowledge should be used to support the answer, not to drive it, and should be
made relevant to the enquiry

Question 1a does not require a consideration of the limitations of sources

It is unlikely that weight can be assessed by listing all the things that a source does not deal
with.

Spending a few minutes planning helps to ensure the second order concept is correctly
identified

Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker
responses lacked depth and sometimes range

Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis that
is required for the higher levels

Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they can
address the questions with chronological precision

Essay questions are set over a period of at least ten years; candidates need to address the
whole time period set in the question

Candidates should try to explore the links between issues in order to make the structure of
the response flow more logically and to enable the integration of analysis.
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